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MRRIC Charter Signed!

On July 1, 2008, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, the Honorable John Paul
Woodley, signed Implementation Guidance for Section 5018 of the Water Resources Development
Act (WRDA) of 2007. The Guidance was signed at a meeting of the Missouri River Recovery
Implementation Committee (MRRIC) Planning Group, held in St. Louis, Mo.

By signing the Guidance, Mr. Woodley approved the MRRIC Charter and established the
Committee. The guidance also gives approval for the Section 5018 study that will lead to the
Missouri River Ecosystem Restoration Plan (MRERP).

Approval of the MRRIC Charter is the culmination of over a year of intense work by the MRRIC
Planning Group, a broadly representative group of Missouri River basin Tribes, states and diverse
stakeholder interests, to develop a Recommended Charter for the Committee. Federal agencies in
the basin also participated in the process by forming a Federal Working Group to assist the
Planning Group. The effort benefited from the guidance and facilitation assistance provided by the
U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution and its contractor, Ruth Siguenza and
Associates.

WRDA 2007 required that the MRRIC be established to provide guidance to the Secretary on the
study and to provide recommendations and guidance to the Secretary about Missouri River
recovery and mitigation activities already underway. The Committee will include representatives of
federal agencies, Tribes, states and other non-governmental stakeholders.

The selection process for stakeholder representation on the Committee will begin shortly. Federal,
tribal and state representatives will be appointed by their respective agencies, tribal chairmen or
presidents, or governors.

The Implementation Guidance delegated the authority to implement the Charter, select and appoint
members, and administrate and support the Committee to the Commander of Northwestern
Division of the Corps. Following the selection of members, the real business of integrating the
-~ social valuesofithe basin into the recovery work and providing guidance on the study will begin.
The first meeting of the:MRRIC will be held on or before October 1, 2008, as set by the Charter.
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